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MESSAGE FROM
THE COORDINATOR

MS XIANGJUN YAO
FAO Subregional Coordinator for the Paci�c

Though its impacts were felt differently 
in each of the Paci�c countries in 2021, 
the COVID-19 pandemic in�uenced the 
crucial results that the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) achieved in the region. Despite 
all the challenges, FAO�s support in the 
Paci�c still succeeded in reaching all its 
14 member countries.

In the following pages, I invite you to 
explore �FAO in the Paci�c: 2021 Annu-
al Report� which presents the results 
that FAO-led projects and programmes 
contributed to the timely and effective 
joint response by the United Nations 
family, governments and other part-
ners under various thematic clusters 
including climate change, emergencies, 
�sheries and aquaculture. It also looks 
at longer-term gains made in forestry, 
livestock, and nutrition and food safety 
work and highlights how statistics and 
policy programmes supported key data, 
reporting, planning and decision-mak-
ing, including assisting several nations to 
develop various national censuses.

These pages also capture how, through-
out 2021, FAO�s Of�ce in the Paci�c 
continued to adapt its programmes to 
respond to the challenges of working 

and Resident Representative for Cook Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, 
Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu 
and Vanuatu.

' FAO Paci�c

during the COVID-19 pandemic. An ex-
ample of this is the launch of the �rst-ev-
er virtual learning centre for the Paci�c 
Islands region. 

COVID-19 has also pushed Paci�c 
countries to innovate and digitalize their 
systems. To highlight and upscale their 
successes, in August 2021, FAO in part-
nership with the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU), the Government 
of Fiji as a co-host, organized the �rst 
SIDS Solutions Forum in Apia, Samoa. 
The forum highlighted innovative tech-
nical and digital solutions that support 
resilient agrifood systems, improve nutri-
tion and health, and strengthen climate 
change resilience.

Behind these results are the day-to-day 
testimonies of our partners, bene�cia-
ries and colleagues working tirelessly to 
achieve food security and improve the 
livelihoods of Paci�c Island populations.

Thank you for taking a look at our work, 
which was made possible by the sup-
port, generosity and investment of our 
many partners. 

I encourage you to read on.

Ms Xiangjun Yao
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1 evidence-based recommendations developed and promoted to incentivize the production and consumption 

of safe and healthy food,

sustainable and climate-smart practices promoted to help build resilient agriculture, �sheries and forestry 

production systems,

food control and business practices identi�ed and promoted to facilitate ef�cient agrifood value chains which 

provide safe, nutritious and affordable food.

2

3

'
 F

A
O

 P
ac

i�
c

In accordance with speci�c country issues and identi�ed priority needs, the results were delivered through fostering 
strong partnerships with relevant government ministries, the private sector, farmers� organizations and NGOs in the 
Paci�c. In addition, FAO works closely with other UN agencies as well as the Council of Regional Organisations in the 
Paci�c (CROP) under various projects and initiatives.

In 2021, FAO maintained programmes and activities in all 14 member countries attaining key achievements in agricul-
ture, food systems, �sheries, livestock and other areas, in collaboration with local, regional and global partners.

FAO in the Paci�c works with national governments and other stakeholders to identify priority areas for national and 
regional assistance. The Of�ce is responsible for developing, overseeing and implementing programmes and projects 
to address food security, nutrition, agriculture and rural development priorities.

FAO�s work plays a catalytic role in linking agriculture and health, strengthening interagency linkages and developing 
partnerships to foster a sustainable increase in production, trade and marketing of domestic agriculture products, 
and healthy consumption of diverse, safe and nutritious food. To achieve these goals, FAO assistance to the Paci�c 
countries has been focused on three interlinked areas of delivery interventions:
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FAO in the Paci�c: 2021 highlights

Small Island Developing States Solutions Platform

Like all Small Islands Developing States (SIDS), Paci�c countries confront a unique set of 

challenges, including the remoteness and isolation, high exposure and vulnerability to natural 

disasters, high dependence on imported food, a crisis of diet related diseases, etc. These 

challenges are further exacerbated by the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic that is crippling 

national economies. For example, Samoa’s GDP for 2020 contracted by 9.2 percent because of 

COVID-19. Moreover, evidence suggests that the pandemic is reversing gains in achieving some 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in SIDS, for example, in the Paci�c.

But the Paci�c SIDS are also marked by numerous opportunities. For example, the countries 

are home to some of the world’s richest marine and terrestrial biodiversity hotspots, combined 

with a very high potential for innovation that can be leveraged to catalyse agrifood systems.  
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As one way of contributing to addressing the unique challenges of SIDS, the FAO Director General, created the SIDS 

Solutions Platform as a uniquely innovative intra- and interregional knowledge exchange  to incubate, promote, scale 

up and replicate locally grown ideas to accelerate the achievement of agriculture, food, nutrition, environment and 

health related SDGs in SIDS; but to also allow SIDS to copy good practices from other countries. 

To of�cially launch the Platform, on 30 and 31 August 2021, FAO, in collaboration with the Government of Fiji as co-
host and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), organized a successful SIDS Solutions Forum. The theme 
of the SIDS Solutions Forum was

“COVID-19 impacts on the economy and the potential of digitalization and innovation to accelerate progress on 
resilient agrifood systems; improved nutrition and health; and strengthened climate resilience adaptation within 
the context of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).”

About 1 600 people from various countries attended the Forum, either virtually or physically, in Apia, Samoa. Nine 
Heads of States/governments and 20 ministers from SIDS; the President Elect of the UN General Assembly (UNGA); 
Ministers of Agriculture from China and Ireland; the Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS); the Secretary 
General of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Paci�c States (OACPS); the Director General of FAO and eight 
heads of other UN and regional agencies; and senior representatives of international �nancing institutions (IFIs) were 
notable attendees. There were also 11 SIDS solutions innovators, women and youth leaders, parliamentarians, policy 
makers, UN and development partner of�cials, academics, researchers, farmers, and �shers in attendance. 
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The Forum was headlined by the FAO Director-General, Dr. QU Dongyu; Prime Minister of Fiji, H. E. Josaia V. 
Bainimarama; President Elect, 76th Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) and Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
the Maldives, the Honorable Abdulla Shahid; Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
Mr. Achim Steiner; Chair of AOSIS and Ambassador of Antigua and Barbuda, H.E. Dr. Walton Webson; and Secretary 
General of ITU, Mr. Houlin Zhao. The most common and recurrent theme from the leaders was the need to support 
locally grown solutions of innovation and digitalization that can accelerate the achievement of the SDGs while miti-
gating the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As a key result of the Forum, FAO launched the SIDS Solutions Platform, which will facilitate knowledge sharing within 
and between SIDS, and between SIDS and other countries. Additionally, 11 innovation and digitalization solutions were 
showcased by their proponents. Key solutions included the My Kana App, which provides information about healthy 
food and healthy meals in Fiji; Plastic Recycling Samoa, which uses low-cost recycling machines to recycle plastics 
into goods that can be used and sold; and Jedom Organic Fruits in Solomon Islands, which developed a low-cost, 
low-maintenance hot air dryer for fruits and vegetables that is powered by coconut shells.

Participants of the SIDS Solutions Forum made several recommendations, which are summarized into 12 key action 
points:

1 2

3 4

Harness the power of information and communications 
technology (ICT) to build effective and resilient agri-food 
systems to enable farmers, �shers and artisans � who include 
women, youth and people with disabilities � to gain the full 
bene�ts of development. 

Strengthen support to ICT 
infrastructure with a special emphasis 
on the agriculture and �sheries 
sectors. 

Support the development and implementation 
of e-agriculture strategies linked to national ICT 
strategies. 

Support, promote, scale up and replicate 
homegrown SIDS solutions as well as provide 
tangible, long-term assistance, including a Paci�c 
start-up package. 
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5 6
Promote the leadership of women and youth 
in the use of digital technology in agrifood 
systems. 

Build �nancial and digital literacy and support women 
and youth to transition into the formal �nancial 
ecosystem, especially the digital economy. 

Submit the SIDS Solutions Platform to United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) as a 
key SIDS partnership to support the implementation of the 
SAMOA Pathway and the SDGs. 

Promote and support the SIDS Solutions 
Platform, including linking to existing and 
similar platforms. 

Mobilize the necessary resources and partnership alliances 
to catalyze, scale up and replicate identi�ed 2021 SIDS 
solutions to support the implementation of the agreements 
of the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit and the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. 

Invest in south-south and triangular 
cooperation (SSTC) focused on sharing 
knowledge and technological support, 
including those offered by China and Ireland. 

Support the application of the Multidimensional 
Vulnerability Index (MVI) in line with the SAMOA 
Pathway, which will allow the inclusion of many 
income-based criteria to assess eligibility for 
concessionary �nance. 

Establish structured and targeted regional 
�nancing appropriate for SIDS as well as a pool of 
regional experts on accessing �nancing, including 
in structured �nancing.

M V I

�This Forum was a success, upon which we can build to 
collaboratively create opportunity for �nancing innovators in SIDS.�

Shelly Burish, 
President, Samoa Women Association of Growers��
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World Food Day

For the very �rst time, the FAO Subregional Of�ce for the Paci�c Islands (SAP) and the Paci�c Governments coordi-

nated and organised national celebrations of World Food Day 2021 (WFD2021). WFD2021 events saw active participa-

tion of Heads of Governments, Ministers and other senior government of�cials, who were joined by members of the 

diplomatic corps in the region.

Solomon Islands
The WFD2021 commemoration in the Solomon Islands comprised of a 3-day celebration and was attended 
by the Deputy Prime Minister and other Ministers of the crown. The Honiara City Lord Mayor and other Dip -
lomatic Heads and heads of Missions also attended. The programme included a �oat parade followed by the 
grand opening. Stakeholders set up stalls to showcase their products. The Prime Minister, Hon. Manasseh 
Damukana Sogavare attended and launched the 10 years Strategic Plan for Agriculture Sector, as well as the 
three days World Food Day event. The celebration was organised by the Solomon Is WFD Working Commit -
tee and the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock.

Samoa
In Samoa, Prime Minister Hon. Fiame Naomi Mataafa delivered the keynote address. The Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Hon. La’aulialemalietoa Leuatea Polataivao Fosi Schmidt, also used the occasion to launch the Sa-
moa Food Systems Pathway 2030 and new variety of taro for export, called Taro Vave (fast taro). FAO Subregional 
Coordinator for the Paci�c Islands, Xiangjun Yao, also addressed the gathering. WFD2021 celebrations brought 
together the Government, international development partners, the private sector and civil society. 

Community groups, academic institutions and the diplomatic corps were in full attendance. In total about 200 
people participated. Extending to an evening market, the event was extensively covered by the country’s media 
and social media outlets.

Solomon Islands
The WFD2021 commemoration in the Solomon Islands comprised of a three-day celebration and was attended 
by the Deputy Prime Minister Hon. Manasseh Maelanga, and other Ministers of the crown. The Honiara City Lord 
Mayor and other Diplomatic Heads and heads of Missions also attended. The programme included a �oat pa-
rade followed by the grand opening. Stakeholders set up stalls to showcase their products. The Prime Minister, 
Hon. Manasseh Damukana Sogavare attended and launched the ten years Strategic Plan for Agriculture Sector, 
as well as the three days World Food Day event. The celebration was organised by the Solomon Is WFD Working 
Committee and the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock.
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Cook Islands
The commemoration of WFD2021 in Cook Islands was opened by the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Vainetutai 
Rose Toki-Brown, and coincided with the launch of the International Year of Fruits and Vegetables 2021. Held at 
the Taua Terevete, Avarua, Rarotonga, it was opened  by the Secretary of  Agriculture Mrs Temarama Anguna-Ka-
mana. Over 45 vendors participated selling fresh produce, organic  produce, cooked food, seafood, value added 
products, desserts, �oriculture and craft. Other activities included a Ministry of Health booth for nutritional infor -
mation, the Potiki Makona Kai Competition (children’s cooking competition) and the Rarotonga Burger compe -
tition. For entertainment, there was a Bouncy castle for children and a live band. 
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Kiribati
The WFD celebration was jointly supported by FAO, the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Agriculture Develop -
ment (MELAD), the Nutrition Centre, Embassy of The People’s Republic of China in The Republic of Kiribati and 
the Live and Learn Project and lasted �ve days. A competition “Best Farmer” was held as part of the commemo -
ration of WFD2021. It involved farmers from Kiribati, NGOs and hundreds of members of the community.

On the 25th October 2021, the WFD2021 commemoration at Betio Tobwan Tirikirake Park was attended by 
Government of�cials including Miss Kiribati. Guests were encouraged to wear black to honour the lives of 
people who have passed away due to hunger. More than 1 000 lea�ets containing key messages from FAO 
on WFD2021 were distributed to guests – including students. Other activities included a Bazaar and clean up 
(Tabon te katii), Land Management Division Day, Market day, Bottle cap mural competition and the Distribution 
and planting of food crops at targeted Betio  households among others.

Fiji
The commemoration of WFD2021 in Fiji was opened by His Excellency Minister of Agriculture, Dr Mahendra Red-
dy and His Excellency Minister of Health, Dr Ifereimi Waqainabete. Held virtually, due to COVID-19 restrictions in 
Fiji, the event featured a Food Heroes video as well as the message from the Director General of FAO.. The winners 
of the Home Garden Initiative and a WFD Poster Competition were announced during the launch. The occasion 
was also used to distribute seed packs to all Health Facilities. 

In other parts of Fiji, such as Bilalevu Sigatoka, smaller celebrations consisted of Farmers displaying local crops 
and dietitians promoting healthy eating and nutrition counseling. 

In Samabula, the commemoration included a live radio broadcast from a store set up with healthy appliances – 
air fryer, steamer, juicer and local fruits and vegetables. The Nadi, Macuata Subdivision and Cakaudrove marked 
WFD2021 with gardening activities
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National UN Food Systems Summit dialogues

In September 2021, the UN Secretary-General convened the UN Food Systems Summit 
(UNFSS) with the aim of maximizing the co-bene�ts of a food systems approach across 
the entire 2030 Agenda and meeting the challenges of climate change. The overall 
intention for UNFSS was that national food systems should make the greatest possi-
ble contribution to the needs of people and the planet as set out in the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. To this end, numerous National UNFSS dialogues were 
convened by national governments and individuals from across all of society. 

FAO has successfully supported the organization of several Member State Food 	
System Dialogues led by Paci�c countries. In the region, FAO supported national dia-
logues hosted in and by Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Tonga, convening over 1040 
participants joining remotely and in person. 

Through these dialogues, partners were able to discuss how to ensure their nations� 
food systems are healthy, safe, sustainable and available to everyone. Building on the 
discussions and take-home messages, FAO has supported the four countries further 
to develop their own food system plans to achieve the Summit objectives.

FAO�s support in coordinating the dialogues was publicly acknowledged by all the 	
Paci�c Islands governments, UN and CROP agencies. The support was provided 	
within the framework of the FIRST - FAO-EU Partnership Policy Assistance Mechanism

Fiji

In Fiji, the National Food System Dialogues were hosted from May to July 2021 with �ve different themes connected to the 
UNFSS action track dialogues and gathered almost 800 participants. These dialogues analyzed the main challenges faced 
by the current food systems to be able to provide affordable, sustainable and healthy diets for all. They provided a platform for 
multisector collaboration and discussion on the food systems where participants identi�ed areas in which a transformation 
was needed and potential game-changing solutions that could make this happen, as well as some areas of greater divergence 
among stakeholders.

After the �rst series of events, a National Food System Dialogue was held at the end of July bringing together a wider variety of 
actors across the food system from civil society organizations, academia and the private sector to discuss pathways for trans-
forming the food system in Fiji. This virtual National dialogue was opened by the Prime Minister of Fiji, Hon. Josaia Voreqe Baini-
marama and throughout the three days Ministers, Permanent Secretaries and other Senior Government Of�cials participated. 
FAO has also contributed to the main outcome of the dialogues - Fiji’s Pathway to “A Safe, Resilient, Innovative Food System”. 

Solomon Islands

In the Solomon Islands, the National Food Systems dialogues leading up to the UN Food Systems Summit in September were 
led by the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock as the National Convenor. The dialogues produced 
a number of �ndings and recommendations that were later structured as a Pathway for food systems’ transformation (to be 
published in 2022). 

FAO assisted Solomon Islands in the preparation of the dialogues by organising, conducting and compiling the discussions 
and recommendations resulting from a number of multisectoral meetings focused on local food systems. Three main National 
Food System Dialogues were held with a wide array of stakeholders from different backgrounds including the government 
ministries, private sector, NGOs, institutions, UN agencies and farmers. The process identi�ed the main challenges and com-
plexities that need to be addressed in order to achieve sustainable healthy diets for all Solomon Islanders and changes that need 
to be brought about for local food systems transformation considering trade-offs envisaged among their different elements.

Vanuatu

The backbone of the discussions during the National Food System Dialogue in Vanuatu has been the Gudfala Kakae Policy , a 
cross-sectoral policy on Food and Nutrition Security formulated with FAO-EU FIRST technical assistance and endorsed by the 
Cabinet in 2019.
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FAO IN THE PACIFIC:
2021 RESULTS

COVID-19 RESPONSE

The COVID-19 pandemic upends the world and the way in which organizations work. To respond to the need for a 

greater reliance on local supplies and food as global supply chains are interrupted, as well as shifting to remote work, 

FAO Subregional Of�ce for the Paci�c Islands created several initiatives to respond to the continuing pandemic.

The Of�ce demonstrated �exibility and innovation in adapting its existing programmes and developing new ones to 

address the COVID-19 context. Some notable highlights are as follows: 

•	 Under the UN Secretary-General’s special fund, FAO developed and implemented the “Enhancing food security 

and building socioeconomic resilience to COVID-19 in Tuvalu” project.

•	 FAO adapted the activities under the “Enhancing livelihoods and food security through �sheries with nearshore 

�sh aggregating devices in the Paci�c Ocean (FishFAD)” project to the pandemic realities and successfully sup -

ported coastal �sheries communities directly impacted by COVID-19. 

•	 Nutrition programmes were adapted and successfully strengthened local food systems (impacted by COVID-19) 

by promoting climate-resilient and sustainable urban and peri-urban agriculture value chains project in Solo -

mon Islands and Cook Islands.

•	 In collaboration with the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), UNICEF and the World Food 

Programme (WFP), FAO published “Reinforcing Paci�c Food Systems for COVID-19 recovery – key impacts, re -

sponses and opportunities to build back better”. The document examines how COVID-19 has affected existing 

food security and nutrition challenges and provides key actions to respond. 

•	 In Kiribati, FAO adapted the “Paci�c Ridge to Reef (R2R)” project to assist communities with the impact of 

COVID-19, including supporting backyard garden and livestock training for 1500 farmers in South Tarawa and 

the outer islands.

•	 To continually adapt to the COVID-19 context, FAO launched its �rst-ever virtual learning centre for the Paci�c 

Island region through two pilot courses on African Swine Fever (ASF) and One Health. The four-week ASF course 

bene�ted more than 90 local animal health and biosecurity experts. The One Health course bene�ted more 

than 100 livestock, environment, plant health, public health, and natural resource and disaster management 

experts.
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In 2021, FAO’s work on climate change in the Paci�c focused on raising the pro�le and progress of the Koronivia Joint 

Work on Agriculture (KJWA) project. Stemming from an agreement under the United Nations Framework Conven-

tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the project looks at how climate change affects the agricultural sector across six 

key areas: soils, nutrient use, water, livestock, methods for assessing adaptation, and socioeconomic and food security 

dimensions. KJWA intends to show how sustainably managed agriculture can address the negative effects of climate 

change. Examples include maintaining healthy soils that can sequester carbon and help rural communities become 

self-suf�cient and resilient, as well as supporting ef�cient fertilizer use and enhanced manure management for food 

production and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The �rst Paci�c regional cooperative workshop for KJWA was held in July 2019 in Nadi, Fiji. In 2021, this collective 

agricultural climate action continued to address Paci�c Small Island Developing States’ (SIDS) unique needs under 

the project’s six components to expand the agricultural response to climate change and ensure food security in the 

region.

CLIMATE CHANGE
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For the �rst time, the Paci�c SIDS made a submission to the UNFCCC about KJWA’s regional progress. A total of 11 

countries are involved in KJWA, and Fiji submitted the short paper on behalf of the countries. This submission was 

made with the aim of updating the Conference of Parties for the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference 

(COP26), held from 31 October to 12 November 2021 in Glasgow, Scotland, the United Kingdom and Northern Island.

The KJWA submission called on related parties to decide on continuing KJWA after COP26, proposed organizing re -

gional workshops with agricultural experts, requested urgent consideration of climate actions and �nancing related 

to agriculture, emphasised the need to involve communities, and asked for countries’ support in developing tracking 

tools to measure climate change impacts as well as adaptation and mitigation measures. FAO also supported Paci�c 

SIDS to create clear and cohesive key messages for COP26. These messages outlined Paci�c SIDS’ key priorities and 

needs under KJWA.

Global climate change messaging

Climate change advocacy and awareness

To raise advocacy for and expand the reach of FAO climate change work in the Paci�c under KJWA, the Of�ce host -

ed four webinars and three workshops. Participating partners and attendees responded positively to the webinars, 

which covered the following topics:

1.	 improved soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility under grassland and cropland,

2.	 improved nutrient use and manure management towards sustainability and resilience,

3.	 improved livestock management systems, and

4.	 socioeconomic and food security dimensions of climate change in the agricultural sector.

The workshops covered the following topics, with a focus on preparing SIDS for COP26:

1.	 Paci�c SIDS KJWA submission preparation,

2.	 COP26 preparatory meeting, and

3.	 soil testing for resilience, adaptation/mitigation co-bene�ts,

4.	 preparation for �eld demonstration.

�I am very supportive of KJWA because I am aware of the potential bene�ts for Fiji and the region. 
As such, I was very happy to be able to contribute to our region�s submission to COP26 in support 
of KJWA, and very grateful to FAO for organizing the webinar that got us together from various 
parts of the Paci�c to discuss and work on a regional submission.� 

Dr. Nat Tuivavalagi, Cooperative Research & Extension Department, 
College of Micronesia-Micronesia (Federated States of)

�
' unsplash



14

In 2021, FAO implemented multiple projects to support communities to respond to and recover from natural disasters 

across the region, including Tropical Cyclone (TC) Harold, TC Tino, TC Yasa and TC Ana, as well as the impact of COVID-19 

across the Paci�c and the ash fall from the Mount Yasur volcano eruption on the island of Tanna in Vanuatu. FAO’s 

emergency work in 2021 reached a total of 11 233 bene�ciary households in Cook Islands, Fiji, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.

EMERGENCIES

From 2020 to 2021, about 6 035 households in Fiji and Vanuatu received support from FAO to recover from the impact 

of the April 2020 TC Harold. The implemented activities included land preparation, the distribution of day-old chicks, 

poultry feed and seed packages, and food conservation training. 

FAO responded to the impacts of TC Yasa in Fiji by supporting 3 817 households with seed packages and tools, �shing 

gear and post-harvest materials.  

In Tuvalu FAO provided replacement of milk�sh farming cages and paddling canoes, plus materials for repairs to com-

munity �sh processing centres, all of which got damaged by cyclone Tino.

These initiatives have continued with capacity development of essential skills training in boat building and �sh process-

ing activities.

Restarting production systems

Emergency response support

In Vanuatu, FAO’s emergency work is coordinating interventions through the Global Environment Facility’s (GEF) Inte -

grated Sustainable Land and Coastal Management project to expand agricultural ventures and respond to emergen-

cies.

FAO’s team in Vanuatu responded to a request from the Provincial Government of Tafea to provide emergency support 

for the October 2021 eruption of the Mount Yasur volcano. To assist, the project team trained 26 administrative secretar -

ies (20 men and 6 women) in how to use the KoBoToolbox software on Android tablets to improve their data manage -

ment and data collection skills. Supported by the project team, these trainees then carried out the damage and loss 

assessment with 408 households.

In South Pentecost Island, FAO supported livelihood recovery through the Farm Field School emergency approach. As a 

result, 15 Farm Field Schools were established, with 15 agroforestry nurseries and 300 backyard gardens with micro-irri-

gation systems installed. In addition, 20 multiplication plots with tubers and resilient root crops were installed.

The FAO SAP Climate Change Team also delivered a regional training for the Paci�c Islands on Climate Resilience and 
Food Production Systems � Agriculture and Coastal Fisheries. The training was hosted in partnership with the Paci�c 
Climate Change Centre�s Project for Capacity Building on Climate Resilience in the Paci�c through the Paci�c Cli-
mate Change Centre e-Learning Platform, the Secretariat of the Paci�c Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), 
and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). A total of 65 participants attended the training. The Paci�c 
Climate Change Centre is located on the SPREP campus in Vailima, Samoa.
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In 2021, FAO �nalised the European Union-funded “Pro-Resilient Fiji – Strengthening climate resilience of communities 

for food and nutrition security” project. The project successfully strengthened capacity at both the local and national 

levels in Fiji to identify, analyse, prepare and respond to climate-induced disasters. The project also supported gender 

equality as well as environmental and economic sustainability, while employing a human rights-based approach. The 

project reached 30 388 farmers throughout its three-year term. 

Climate resilience and food security

Regional Paci�c Food Security Cluster co-leadership 

FAO co-leads the regional Paci�c Food Security Cluster, in partnership with World Food Programme. 

In 2021, FAO and partners continued to support active national food security clusters in the Paci�c Island region, and 

these clusters include Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu. While the support method (largely remote due to 

COVID-19 travel restrictions) resulted in some limitations, notable achievements included helping revise the Vanuatu Food 

Security and Agriculture Cluster Standard Operating Procedures and developing the La Niña 2021 Anticipatory Action ad-

visories for food security and livelihoods. Furthermore, FAO actively participated in inter-cluster coordination mechanisms 

and shared pertinent information on disaster responses and COVID-19 impacts with regional and national partners to 

inform and guide interventions.

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

FAO’s work related to the Paci�c �sheries and aquaculture focuses on enabling sustainable �sheries for Paci�c Island 

countries.

Multiple projects were developed to improve the capacity of small-scale �shers and �sh workers to organize and ad-

vocate for themselves. In 2021, this work involved developing a questionnaire to identify existing capacity and training 

needs. This questionnaire was �rst tested in Fiji, then used in all seven FishFAD project countries: Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall 

Islands, Palau, Samoa, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. The data has helped create targeted training activities and will continue 

to inform the FishFAD project. In addition, a review of legislative frameworks was undertaken to create and run �sher 

groups in several countries. Consultations with Samoa’s small-scale �sher associations were also completed, working 

towards the development of their association roadmap, which seeks to identify the associations’ priority development 

and capacity needs.

Supporting small-scale �shers

Despite the limitations of operating predominantly remotely throughout 2021, quite some achievements were 
made last year in terms of supporting national clusters, such as working with the Vanuatu Food Security and 
Agriculture Cluster to update their SOPs to re�ect their experience of responding to TC Harold. Furthermore, 
operating remotely does provide some bene�ts: with the regional Paci�c Food Security Cluster meetings held 
on zoom, cluster partners regardless of location can easily attend.

Kara Jenkinson,
FAO Emergency and Resilience Coordinator for the Paci�c

��
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The FishFAD project has established excellent linkages with national �sheries departments across all seven project 
countries. The FishFAD project also has project-funded national project assistants who are embedded within the coun-
try �sheries of�ces. These assistants work to ensure the FishFAD project belongs to the countries involved. By the end 
of 2021, procurements for all �sh aggregating device (FAD) materials, �shing gear and sea safety equipment were �-
nalized. Related activities for the Marshall Islands and Tonga were also supported through the Technical Cooperation 
Programme (TCP) for their respective nearshore �sheries programme.

Training videos, accompanied by step-by-step manuals, were developed to teach nearshore FAD �shing skills. These 
videos and manuals cover alternative �shing methods to use when �shing around FADs. A training of trainers on near-
shore FAD �shing, which introduced nine different FAD �shing techniques, was conducted with staff of the Marshall 
Islands Marine Resources Authority (MIMRA). The aim is for MIMRA staff to deliver these trainings with local �shers in the 
Marshall Islands. An additional training video for catching �ying �sh and post-harvest value-adding was developed. FAO, 
in collaboration with the Bureau of Marine Resources and The Nature Conservancy, also conducted a weeklong �shing 
skills training with 11 �shers in Palau. 

In addition, support was provided for FAD policy development. A national nearshore FAD management plan was draft-
ed with MIMRA for the Marshall Islands, which is a roadmap for the management of FADs for local, small-scale �shers. 
The aim is for MIMRA to continue to �nalize and implement the management plan. A national FAD policy for Tonga was 
also drafted with the Tonga Ministry of Fisheries.

Climate change adaptation through high-value species

Safety at sea

A training video was developed for outboard maintenance and repair, including instructions on how to make paddles 
and install �otation devices to existing crafts as sea safety measures. In addition, through the FISH Safety Foundation in 
New Zealand, the FishFAD project provided safety at sea trainings in all seven project countries.

To complement the safety at sea programme and facilitate value-add for income generation and food security, a se-
ries of capacity-building workshops on �sh handling and product development took place in Fiji, Kiribati and Tuvalu. 
Consumer and producer surveys were developed to identify relevant products and markets in the Marshall Islands and 
Palau for the FishFAD project to target this country-identi�ed priority.
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Improving �Life below water�

In 2021, several regional capacity-building workshops and trainings were completed on the following Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 14 targets and indicators: SDG 14.4.1, SDG 14.6.1, SDG 14.7.1 and SDG 14.b.1. The target audi-
ence for the trainings included national �sheries agencies, statistics of�cers and national SDG focal points. An expert 
roundtable discussion and regional mapping exercise for SDG 14.4.1 was completed to identify ways to help the region 
better report on this indicator. A Paci�c guidance document for reporting on SDG 14.b.1 was published in 2021, and a 
handbook on SDG 14.7.1 was developed.

Sustainable aquaculture strategies

National strategies for aquaculture business development opportunities were �nalized in 2021 for the Micronesia 
Association for Sustainable Aquaculture Network members (Palau, Marshall Islands, Micronesia [Federated States of] 
and Nauru) and Kiribati.

In 2021, FAO SAP provided technical support in strengthening community-based �sheries management programmes 

in Samoa and Tonga. Tonga’s draft manual for the country’s Special Management Area (SMA) programme, developed 

with the Ministry of Fisheries, was completed in 2021, as well as SMA compliance materials that included standard 

operating procedures, along with translated brochures and posters. A study to understand the socioeconomic impact 

of SMAs on landlocked communities in Tonga was also completed. Awareness materials were developed for Samoa’s 

community-based �sheries management programme. 

Community-based �sheries management

Fiji�s coastal FishFAD program has de�nitely been welcomed by our coastal 
communities as they have shown positive successes in improving catch rates, they 
have also improved accessibility to pelagic species by small scale �shers resulting 
in increasing �shing ef�ciency. The program has also allowed our small scale 
�shers to �sh away from their reefs and catch very productive, sustainable and 
nutritious �sh, without having to spend on purchasing additional gears or bigger 
�shing vessels.

Ms Neomai Ravitu,
Director for the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji
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In the Paci�c Island region, FAO forestry work is focused on conserving and sustainably managing forests, agroforests 

and trees, as well as understanding the roles they play in conserving the environment, contributing to rural livelihoods 

and human nutrition, and mitigating and adapting to climate change. 

FORESTRY

Enhancing agroforestry and plant management in Tonga

In Tonga, FAO helped develop guidelines and templates for operational plans in agroforestry, the use of forests and 
trees to rehabilitate degraded land, the enhancement of regrowing forests, and a tree seedling nursery. FAO also es-
tablished demonstrations that showed how to use these templates.

In addition, FAO developed the draft �Eua Water Catchment Area Plan for Tonga and produced a training module to 
support guidelines for the propagation of timber species.

In partnership with the Tonga Community Development Trust and its network of village women�s groups, FAO de-
livered a practical training that shared technical skills in seedlings and plant management. The training focused on 
identifying rare plants that have a high cultural and medicinal value, as the women�s groups specialize in this �eld. As 
a result of the training, the Fine�upepe nursery was established, distributing more than 500 plants to member groups 
and supporting more than 30 women in Tongatapu to establish or improve their own home plant nurseries.

Training in forest inventory including new web-
based technologies such as FAO�s Open Foris  and 
associated open source software tools will assist 
Tongan MAFF foresters and others to develop 
Tonga�s national forest inventory � essential for 
forest carbon estimates and REDD+ funding and 
planning of the agroforestry sector and value-
added coconut industries.

Lex Thompson, Senior Forestry Consultant,
FAO Subregional Of�ce for the Paci�c Islands 
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